Colloquium 19

American Diplomacy in the Middle East 
from the Second World War 
to the Iraq War

Fall 2006(11-7)
Pavel Machala




    N. Gordon Levin

pmachala@amherst.edu                                                  amstuds@amherst.edu
http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/


     Morgan Hall 111

Clark House 203




     Office Hours: M & W 3:00-5:00 Office Hours: M & Th 3:30-5:00 
SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTStc "SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS"
(1) You can find the electronic version of this syllabus at http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/ syllabi.  

(2) The course is divided into thirteen sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting.
(3) Course requirements:

· Regular attendance. 

· Read all the assigned literature in advance of each class session.

· FOUR BLACKBOARD “DISCUSSION BOARDS” LETTERS (each “Discussion Board” corresponds to one class meeting).  During the first class we shall distribute the class roster, identifying FOUR specific classes for which readings you will responsible for commenting on. No later than preceding Sunday morning we shall post questions in the Discussion Board” that will address the readings for the Wednesday’s seminars  for you to keep in mind while writing your comments. Please submit your comments no later than Tuesday 11:00 pm on the day prior to the given seminar meeting. Because these comments will be available to anyone enrolled in the course, our hope is that some of them will generate serious counter-comments, which will then spill over into our seminar meetings.  (None of these comments will be graded, though we will consult them if your final grade is borderline.)  
· TWO PAPERS – midterm (eight pages) AND final (twelve pages), each will count for 50 percent of the final grade. (Additional general important instructions: Length: double-spaced pages of text + separate endnote pages + font size 12”; all pages must be numbered and each paper must be stapled!!! Put two copies of each paper in Prof. Levin’s Morgan Hall mail box + an e-copy in Blackboard’s Discussion Folder

· Midterm Paper – chose ONE of the following topics: (In a sign-up sheet circle your first and second preference. If you have no preference, circle all four options. By our second meeting we will let you know which paper you will write on. ) 



1.  Given the fact that it was strongly urged within his Administration that President Truman’s support for Zionism was against the immediate and long term interests of the United States, how can one explain that support? (Due: September 28)


2.  Do you believe that the policies of the Eisenhower Administration in Iran and Egypt 1953-1956 were, on balance, consistent or inconsistent? (Due: October 5)


3.  Who or what was the Eisenhower Doctrine meant to contain, and to what extent did it succeed? (Due: October 12)


4.  To What extent, if any, do you believe that American policy was responsible for the coming of war in the Middle East in 1967?      (Due: October 19)
· FINAL PAPER will be on the following topic: “It has been argued that the Iraq War of 2003 was not an accidental war and not simply one administration’s response to 9/11, but instead was very much in character with and the crystallization of America’s most important policies and interests in the Middle East.  To what extent do you agree and /or disagree with this view?” (Due: December 20)

· IF you choose to take this course to fulfill the ADVANCED SEMINAR IN POLITICAL SCIENCE REQUIERMENT:  Same TWO regular papers + one fifteen -page research paper. If you decide to write a research paper, you need to submit a two-three page proposal, including a preliminary bibliography. After you produce your paper proposal you are welcome to come to see about it. The deadline for the proposal will be Monday, November 13 and the paper will be no later than December 11. For producing your preliminary bibliography you may want to consult http://www.amherst.edu/library/research/courserelated/fall06/colloq19.html
As pursuant to the honor code, plagiarism, multiple submissions, or any other serious violations will result in failure for the course.
(4) Blackboard and Electronic Library
Throughout the course we will be relying heavily on Electronic Library and Blackboard.  Therefore, it is incumbent upon you to familiarize yourself with all its basic features. Throughout the semester, we will be posting any new information about course-related events, such as visiting speakers, on Blackboard's Announcements.  Notification of any new reading material will also be posted on Blackboard's Announcements.  
(5)    Materials to be Read: 
· Books.  The following books are available at the Amherst Books (corner of Main and South Pleasant Street), and copies of each are also on reserve at the Library. All other assigned readings are in the multilithed volumes one and two.

Salim Yaqub, CONTAINING ARAB NATIONALISM, University of North Carolina Press 

James A. Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, Yale University Press

Kenneth M. Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, Random House

Steven L. Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, University of Chigago Press 

William Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, The Brookings Institution and the University of California Press

Dennis Ross, THE MISSING PEACE, Farrar, Straus, Giroux

Steve Coll, GHOST WARS, The Penguin Press

Bob Woodward, PLAN OF ATTACK, Simon and Shuster

Michael Sifry and Christopher Cerf, THE IRAQ WAR READER, Touchstone, Simon and Shuster

Rachel Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, Oxford University Press
· Multilith. You may also purchase all other assigned readings in the multilithed volumes one and two. The first volume will be available on Labor Day. The second volume multilith will be ready by Columbus Day. To purchase these multiliths go to the Political Science Office, Room 103 Clark House.
· Website. Some required readings for this course exist also in an electronic form.   You can access the electronic version of the readings in http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/ . You can access these readings by clicking on the specific hyperlink in the syllabus (username: “student;” password: “amherst0607”).
I. Wednesday, September 13


      American in the Middle East

The “HANDOUT” packet can be picked up from a bin in front of Pavel Machala’s  office door, Clark House, #203.
Recent articles from the New York Times (handout)
Don Peretz, THE MIDDLE EAST TODAY, 76-111 (handout)

Rashid Khalidi, RESURRECTING EMPIRE, ix-xiv, 16-30, 152-168 (handout)

Philip H. Gordon, “Trading Places: America and Europe in the Middle East”, SURVIVAL, Summer 2005, 87-100 (handout)

George Packer, THE ASSASSINS’ GATE, 333-337, 370-404 (handout)

Douglas Little, AMERICAN ORIENTALISM, 9-42 (handout)

John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “The Israel Lobby”, LONDON REVIEW OF BOOKS, March 23, 2006 (handout)
John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “The War over Israel’s Influence”, FOREIGN POLICY, July/August 2006, 57-66 (handout)

Michael Massing, “The Storm over the Israel Lobby”, THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS, June 8, 2006 ((handout)

Dimitri K. Simes, “Unrealists”, THE NATIONAL INTEREST, Summer 2006, 5-9 (handout)

“The Middle East: A Century of Conflict” at http://www.npr.org/news/specials/mideast/history/index
“The Middle East and the West” http://www.npr.org/news/specials/mideast/history/index.html
“Impressions of America 2004: How Arabs View America”

http://www.businessfordiplomaticaction.org/learn/articles/zogby_research_impressions_of_america.pdf
Aljazeera. nett http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage
Joyce Battle, ed., “U.S. Propaganda in the Middle East - The Early Cold War Version,” 

National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book No. 78 http://www.gwu.edu/%7Ensarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB78/essay.htm
II. Wednesday, September 20

The Birth of Israel

Michael J. Cohen, TRUMAN AND ISRAEL, 109-274 (M) 

Melvin P. Leffler, A PREPONDERANCE OF POWER, 237-246 (M)

“Memorandum by the President’s Special Counsel (Clifford) to President Truman, March 8, 1948” in FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1948,
Vol. V, 690-696 (M)

Donald Neff, FALLEN PILLARS, 194-199, 203-223, 229-256 (M)

Nadav Safran, ISRAEL THE EMBATTLED ALLY, 39-64, 224-225 (M)

Kathleen Christison, PERCEPTIONS OF PALESTINE, 1-5, 86-94 (M)

Benny Morris, THE BIRTH OF THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEE PROBLEM, 1947-1949, 254-266, 275-285 (M) 

Rachel Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 36-60 (P)

III. Wednesday, September 27

Eisenhower and the Middle East, from the Iranian Coup to Suez
Kenneth M. Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 40-70 (P)

James A. Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 51-113 (P)

James Risen, Secrets of History: “How a Plot Convulsed Iran in ’53 (and in ’79),” THE NEW YORK TIMES, April 16, 2000 
James Risen, Secrets of History: CIA in Iran http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/041600iran-cia-index.html
James Risen, Secrets of History: CIA in Iran, New York Times, April 16, 2000 (abridged version) http://www.globalpolicy.org/empire/history/2000/0416ciairan.htm
Mary Ann Heiss, “Culture and U.S. Relations” OAH MAGAZINE OF HISTORY, May 2006, 19-22 (M)

H.W. Brands, “The Cairo-Tehran Connection in Anglo-American Rivalry in the Middle East, 1951-1953” THE INTERNATIONAL HISTORY REVIEW, August 1989,   434-456 (M)

Peter Hahn, “National Security Concerns in the U.S. Policy Toward Egypt, 1949-1956,” and Elie Podeh, “The Perils of Ambiguity, the United States and the Baghdad Pact,” in David W. Lesch, ed., THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE UNITED STATES, 89-119 (M)

Steven L Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 50-82 (P)

Shimon Shamir, “The Collapse of Project Alpha,” and Robert R. Bowie, “Eisenhower, Dulles and the Suez Crisis,” in William Roger Louis and Roger Owen, eds., SUEZ, 1956, 73-100, 189-214 (M)

Peter G. Boyle (Ed.), THE EDEN-EISENHOWER CORRESPONDENCE, 1955-1957, 156-169, 176-187 (M)

Salim Yaqub, CONTAINING ARAB NATIONALISM, 27-54 (P)

Nathan J. Citino,  FROM ARAB NATIONALISM TO OPEC, 5-17 (M)
OPTIONAL

Mark J. Gasiorowski and Malcolm Byrne , eds., “Mohammad Mosaddeq and

the 1953 Coup in Iran,” The National Security Archive http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB126/index.htm
IV. Wednesday, October 4

The Eisenhower Doctrine

Yaqub, CONTAINING ARAB NATIONALISM, 55-267 (P)

Irene L. Gendzier, NOTES FROM THE MINEFIELD, 365-377 (M)

Abraham Ben-Zvi, DECADE OF TRANSITION, 73-89 (M)

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 113-130 (P)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 72-80 (P)

Citino, FROM ARAB NATIONALISM TO OPEC, 145-156 (M)

V. Wednesday, October 11

To the Six Day War

Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 94-153 (P)

W. Taylor Fain, “John F. Kennedy and Harold Macmillan: Managing the ‘Special Relationship’ in the Persian Gulf Region, 1961-63” MIDDLE EASTERN
STUDIES, October 2002, 95-122 (M)

Fawaz A. Gerges, “The Kennedy Adminstration and the Egyptian-Saudi Conflict in Yemen: Co-opting Arab Nationalism” MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL, Spring 1995,
292-311 (M)

Warren Bass, SUPPORT ANY FRIEND, 91-118, 207-238 (M)

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 132-153 (P)

Safran, ISRAEL, THE EMBATTLED ALLY, 381-413 (M)

William B. Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 25-54 (P)

Micheal B. Oren, SIX DAYS OF WAR, 139-147 (M)

Richard B. Parker, THE POLITICS OF MISCALCULATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST, 117-122, 245-246 (M)

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 154-180 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 78-99

Fawaz A. Gerges, “The 1967 Arab-Israeli War: U.S. Actions and Arab Percentions, in David Lesch (Ed.), THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE UNITED STATES, 191-210 (M)

---END OF VOLUME 1/ MULTILITH---
VI. Wednesday, October 18

To the Yom Kippur War 

Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 153-218 (P)

Safran, ISRAEL, THE EMBATTLED ALLY, 425-431 (M) 

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 44-129 (P)

Henry Kissinger, WHITE HOUSE YEARS, 
 558-631, 1276-1300 (M)

Henry Kissinger, YEARS OF UPHEAVAL, 552-613 (M)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 99-117 (P)

Avner Cohen and William Burr, “Israel, the U.S. and the Bomb,” THE WASHINGTON POST, April 30, 2006 (M) 

OPTIONAL 
U.S.-Israeli Decisions Touched Off Crisis Leading to 1973 U.S. Nuclear Alert http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB98/press.htm 
William Burr, editor, The October War and U.S. Policy, http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB98/index.htm
VII. Wednesday, October 25

To Camp David

Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 267-361 (P)

Kissinger, YEARS OF UPHEAVAL, 786-787, 838-853, 883-895 (M)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 130-204 (P)

John C. Campbell, “The Middle East: The Burdens of Empire” FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 2001, 613-632 (M)

Christison, PERCEPTIONS OF PALESTINE, 175-188 (M)

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 180-233 (P)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 101-127 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 117-144 (P)

VIII. Wednesday, November 1

From the Carter Doctrine to the Reagan Plan

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 205-265 (P)

Spiegel, THE OTHER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 407-428 (P)

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 233-304 (P)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 127-205 (P)

Zbigniew Brzezinski, POWER AND PRINCIPLE, 437-454 (M)

Steve Coll, GHOST WARS, 21-52, 71-74, 84-88 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 144-163 (P)

IX. Wednesday, November 8

The Reagan Administration and the Middle East, II

Bill, THE EAGLE AND THE LION, 304-315 (P)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 206-243 (P)

Bruce W. Jentleson, WITH FRIENDS LIKE THESE, 39-87 (M)

Shahram Chubina and Charles Tripp, IRAN AND IRAQ AT WAR, 188-220 (M)

Peter Kornbluh and Malcom Byrne, eds., THE IRAN-CONRA SCANDAL, 243-253 (M)

Robert Fisk, THE GREAT WAR FOR CIVILIZATION, 276-289 (M)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 365-289 (P)

Christison, PERCEPTIONS OF PALESTINE, 234-241 (M)

Zeev Schiff and Ehud Ya’ari, INTIFADA, 294-309 (M)

Coll, GHOST WARS, 125-186 (P)

James G. Hershberg, “The War in Afghanistan and the Iran-Contra Affiar: Missing Links?,” COLD WAR HISTORY, April 2003, 23-48 (M)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL,  163-190 (P)

OPTIONAL AND VERY INTERESTING

The National Security Archive, Shaking Hands with Saddam Hussein: The U.S. Tilts toward Iraq, 1980-1984 http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB82/
The Saddam Hussein Sourcebook, The National Security Archives, http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/special/iraq/index.htm
Saddam Hussein: More Secret History, Compiled and introduced by Malcolm Byrne http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB107/
X. Wednesday, November 15

From the Gulf War to Oslo

Amatzai Baram, “US Input into Iraqi Decision Making, 1988-1990,” and F. Gregory Gause, III, “From ‘Over the Horizon’ to ‘Into the Backyard’ the US-Saudi Relationship and the Gulf War,” in Lesch, ed., THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE UNITED STATES, 328-355, 363-366 (M)

Jentleson, WITH FRIENDS LIKE THESE, 154-176 (M)
Micah Sifry and Christopher Cerf, eds., THE IRAQ WAR READER, 55-71, 76-85, 101-102 (P)

Robert W. Tucker and David C. Hendrickson, THE IMPERIAL TEMPTATION, 74-119, 142-151 (M)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 389-329 (P)

Dennis Ross, THE MISSING PEACE, 46-136 (P)

Christison, PERCEPTIONS OF PALESTINE, 247-255 (M)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 244-259 (P)

Call, GHOST WARS, 221-231 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 191-203 (P)

Shibley Telhami, “Explaining US Behavior in the Gulf Crisis,” in Ismael and Ismael eds., THE GULF WAR AND THE NEW WORLD ORDER, 153-183 (M)

XI. Wednesday, November 29

Clinton, the Peace Process and Dual Containment

Patrick Clawson, “The Continuing Logic of Dual Containment,” SURVIVAL, Vol. 40, Spring 1998, 33-47 (M)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 259-302 (P)

Sifry and Cerf, THE IRAQ WAR READER, 174-201, 205-209 (P)

Ross, THE MISSING PEACE, 188-215, 246-268, 323-397, 413-494 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 204-231 (P)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 329-358 (P)

XII. Wednesday, December 6

From the End of Oslo to 9/11

Ross, THE MISSING PEACE, 3-14, 571-758, 801-805 (P)

Robert Malley and Hussein Agha, “Camp David, the Tragedy of Errors,” THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS, August 9, 2001 (M)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 312-349 (P)

Coll, GHOST WARS, 538-576 (P)

Bronson, THICKER THAN OIL, 232-239 (P)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS,  pp.358-392 (P)

XIII. Wednesday, December 13

The Origins of the Iraq War

Ivo H. Daalder and James M. Lindsay, AMERICA UNBOUND, THE BUSH REVOLUTION IN FOREIGN POLICY, 98-144 (M)

“After September 11: A Conversation,” THE NATIONAL INTEREST, Thanksgiving 2001 66-70, 82-84 (M)

Richard Falk, “Ending the Death Dance,” THE NATION, April 29, 2002, 11-13 (M)

Bob Woodward, PLAN OF ATTACK, 145-168, 174-185, 221-231, 247-278, 288-301, 307-321, 332-334, 342-349, 375-376 (P)

Pollack, THE PERSIAN PUZZLE, 349-369 (P)

Sifrey and Cerf, THE IRAQ WAR READER, 215-224, 238-240, 243-277, 298-303, 325-332, 359-433 (P)

Quandt, PEACE PROCESS, 393-428 (P)

OPTIONAL AND VERY INTERESTING

“Shaking Hands with Saddam,”  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB82/
CIA Whites Out Controversial Estimate on Iraq Weapons; http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB129/index.htm
State Department experts warned CENTCOM before Iraq war about lack of plans for

post-war Iraq security http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB163/index.htm
GENERAL WEBSIDES
Colloquiom 19: American Diplomacy -- American Diplomacy in the Middle East 

From the Second World War to the Iraq War Fall 2006 http://www.amherst.edu/library/research/courserelated/fall06/colloq19.html
The National Security Archive http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/
Middle East Report Online http://www.merip.org/mero/interventions/sabra_interv.html
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