Thursday, August 27, 2003

TERROR

Freshman Seminar

Fall 2003 8/27/03
Professor Pavel Machala
SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

1. The course is divided into 26 sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting.
2. Course requirements
a. Regular attendance. 
b. Read all the assigned literature in advance of each class session.
c. Two take-home five page essays, each counting for one third of the final grade. The first essay will be due on Thursday, October 2; the second essay will be due on November 20th.
d. One approximately ten page research paper. The research paper will be due on Monday, December 16. 
As pursuant to the honor code, plagiarism, multiple submissions, or any other serious violations will result in failure for the course.

3.
Materials to be read:

(a) Approximately half of  the required readings are compiled in multilith form. The first volume can be purchased now in the Political Science Office, Room 103 Clark House; the second volume will be ready during the third  week of September.
(b) (b) Books to be purchased in Amherst Bookstore, Main Street, Amherst: 


Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God 


Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth


Hannah Arendt, On Violence


Thomas Badey, ed. Violence and Terrorism ( 04/05 edition!!) 
(1) Introduction to the Course (Tuesday, September 2)

I. CULTURES OF VIOLENCE

(2) 911 Terror (Thursday, September 4)

Susan Sontag, “Robotnic President,” The New Yorker, September 24, 2001 (M)

Rajeev Bhargava, “Ordinary Feelings, Extraordinary Events: Moral Complexity in 9/11,” in  Craig Calhoun et al, Understanding September 11(10pp) (M)

Barbara Kingsolver,” A  Pure, High Note of Anguish,” Los Angeles Times,  September 23, (M)

William Bennett, Why We Fight, pp.   ???  (have a xerox)

Jean Elhshtain, Just War Against Terror, pp.9-25 and 71-84  (30pp) (xeroxed)

A Declaration by 60 American Intellectuals, “What We’re Fighting For,” in Jean Elhshtain, Just War Against Terror, pp.182-198 (10pp) (M)

(3) Empire and Terror (Tuesday, September 9)

Stanley Hoffman, “On the War,” in Robert Silver and Barbara Epstein, Striking Terror, pp.33-37 (5pp) (M)

Immanuel Wallerstein, “America and the World: The Twin Towers as Metaphor,”  in  Craig Calhoun et al, Understanding September 11(15pp)

 Michael Parenti, The Terrorism Trap chs. 2 and 5 (xeroxed) (35pp)

Robert Fisk, “My Beating by Refugees is a Symbol of the Hatred and Fury of this Filthy War,” in Phil Scraton, Beyon September 11 (5pp) (xeroxed)

Isaiah Berlin, “Notes on Prejudice,” in Robert Silver and Barbara Epstein, Striking Terror, pp.33-37 (5pp) (xeroxed-)

Benjamin Barber, “Democracy and Terror in the Era of Jihad vs McWorld,” in Ken Booth and Tim Dunne, World in Collision, pp.15pp) (xeroxed)

Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations,” Foreign Affairs, (used many times in different courses) 

Ivan Eland, “Does U.S. Intervention Overseas Breed Terrorism, Foreign Policy Briefing, Cato Institute, December 17,1998 (xeroxed) 

Fouad Adjami, “ The Uneasy Imperium: Pax Americana in the Middle East,” in James Hoge and Gideon Rose, How Did This Happen? (15pp) (will ask Mike to xerox) 

(4) Modernity and Terror (Thursday, September 11)

Mark Juergensmeyer, “Religious terror and Global War,” in Craig Calhoun et al, in Understanding September 1 (Pavel: How different is this text from Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, ch. 1??)

Paul Berman, “Terror and Liberalism,”  American Prospects, October 22, 2001 (have in w-Archives) (10pp)

Avishai Margalit and Ian Buruma, ”Occidentalism,” New York Review of Books, January 17, 2002   (5 pp)(have in e-archives)

AgnesHeller, 911, or Modenity and Terror,” in Constallations, 9 (1) 2002 (xeroxed) 

Nilufer Gole, “ Close Encounters: Islam, Modernity, and Violence,” in  Understanding  September 11( 10pp)

Timothy Ash, “Is there a Good Terrorist?” ,” in Robert Silver and Barbara Epstein, Striking Terror, pp.33-37 (15p) (xeroxed) 
(5) Terror and Religion (part I)  (Tuesday, September 16)

Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, pp. 19-83 (P)

(6) Terror and Religion (part II) (Thursday, September 18) 

Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, pp. 84-118 (P)

(7) The Logic of Religious Violence  (Tuesday, September 23) 

Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, pp.119-163 (P)
(8) Martyrs, Warriors and Gods   (Thursday, September 25)

Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, pp.164-243 (P)

(9) Bin Laden and  Al Quaeda  (Tuesday, September 30) 

Jack Goldstone, “States, terrorists and the Clash of Civilizations,” in Craig Calhoun et al, Understanding September 1 (20pp) (willk ask Mike To xerox)

Michael Doran, “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” in James Hoge and Gideon Rose, How Did This Happen? (20pp) (will ask Mike to xerox) 

Galvin Cameron, “Nuclear terrorism, pp. 17-76  (50pp) (on terrorist personality) (xeroxed)
Nasra Hassan, “An Arsenal of Believers,” New Yorker, November 19, 2001 (10pp) (xeroxed) 

Timothy Ash, “Is there a Good Terrorist?” ,” in Robert Silver and Barbara Epstein, Striking Terror, pp.33-37 (15p) (xeroxed)

(10)  Thursday, October 2 [NO CLASS – First Essay due no later than NOON on this day]  

.

I. PHILOSOPHY OF TERROR

(11) Terror and Revolution

Richard Rubenstein, Alchemists of Revolution, chs. 6 and 9 (Pavel: I could also use this ch. in more general historical analysis of terror ( 35pp) 

Walter Laqueur, Terrorism, ch. 2 ( 55pp) 

Peter Calvert, “Terror in the Theory of Revolution,” in Noel O’Sullivan, Terrorism, Ideology, and Revolution

Ariel Merari, “Terrorism as a Strategy of Insurgency,” Terrrorims and Politicacal Violence, 5(4) winter 1993 pp. 213-251  (xeroxed) 

(12) Terror and Justice 

Virginia Held,  “Terrorism, rights, and political goals,” in Frey and Morris, Violence, Terrorism and Justice (Pavel’s book)

Andrew Valls, “Can Terrorism Be Justified?” in Valls and Held, Ethics in International Affairs (15pp)  (xeroxed)  

David A. George, “The Ethics of IRA Terrorism,” in  Valls and Held, Ethics in International Affairs (15pp) xeroxed) 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust War

C.A.J. Coady, “The Morality of Terrorism,” Philosophy 60, 1985 (xeroxed)  

(13)  Terror and Guerrilla War 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust War, chs.11 and 12 (M)

(14) Fanon  

Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, pp. 7-31; 35-62 ; 249-275 P) 

Jean-Paul Sartre, intro to Fanon
(15)  Arendt 

Hannah Arendt, On Violence, read all  (85pp)

(16) Benjamin 
Walter Benjamin, “Critique of Violence,” in Benjamin, Reflections  (20pp)  (xeroxed) 

Beatrice Hanssen, “On the Politics of Pure Means,” on Hanssen, Critique of Violence, pp.16-29 (15pp) 
III.  POLITICS OF TERROR

(17) Mass Rapes as Warfare

Claudia Card, “Rape as terrorist institution,” in Frey and Morris, Violence, Terrorism and Justice,  (20pp)  (xeroxed))

Slavenla Drakuli,  S: Novel About the Balkans (R)

(18) The State as Terrorist

Paul Wilkinson, “Can a State be ‘Terrorist’?, International Affairs, 57(3)  summer 1981

Jonathan Glover, “State terrorism,” in Frey and Morris, Violence, Terrorism and Justice,  (Pavel’s book)

George Lopez, “A Scheme for the Analysis of Government as Terrorist,” in Michael Stohl and George Lopez, The State as Terrorist, (20pp)  (xeroxed) 

Frederick Homer, “Government Terror in the United State: An Exploration of Containment Policy, in Michael Stohl and George Lopez, The State as Terrorist, (10pp)  (xeroxed) 

(19) Terrorism as Foreign Policy 

Michael Stohl, “International Dimension of State Terrorism,” in Michael Stohl and George Lopez, The State as Terrorist, (10pp)  (xeroxed) Pavel: I should examine thsi essay – including fn.!!!

Noam Chomsky, The Culture of Terrorism, pp.39-73 (30pp)

Charles Beitz, “The Reagan Doctrine in Nicaragua,” in Steven Luper-Foy, Problems of International Justice (10pp) 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, chs.1, 2, and 7 (M)

(20) Warfare as Terror 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, ch. 19 (M)

(21)  Balance of Terror 

Joel Kovel, Against the State of Nuclear Terror,  pp.31-76 (45pp)k Mike to xerox)

Robert McNamara, Blundering into a Disaster, pp. (Pavel’s book)

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, ch. 17 (M)

(22) Terror and International Law 

Christopher Greenwood, “International Law and the ‘war Against Terrorism,” in International Affairs 78 (2) 2002 (15pp) (xeroxed) 

Adam Roberts, “Counter-terrorism, Armed Force and the Laws of War,”  Survival, 44(1) 2002  (25p) xeroxed) 

Jacques de Lisle, “The Role of Law in the Fight Against Terrorism,” Orbis 46(2) 2002 (15pp) (xeroxed) 

IV. Student Presentations 

(23) Thursday, November 20

(24) Tuesday, December 2

(25) Tuesday, December 4

(26) Tuesday, December 9

