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Young John Adams, 1783, with Treaty of Paris, points to map of North America. Britannia in background extends olive leaf.
To better understand the present commanding position of the United States in world politics this course will examine critical historical moments in its foreign policy. In general, we will explore the variety of ways in which historians and political scientists have sought to explain foreign policy up to America’s initial rise to world power during the Spanish-American War and the First World War. If foreign policy is the face American society presents to the rest of the world, how has this been manifested historically? Has the manifestation of American Foreign Policy been continuous and consistent or has it been filled with contradictions and paradoxes?  Can the current policy of unilateralist globalism be traced to the nineteenth century when  American statesmen sought to safeguard their nation’s  interests as they saw them by shunning great power entanglements and quarrels, and, at the same time, by constantly promoting  territorial expansion, annexation, conquest and foreign markets?  Or conversely, can the current unilateralist policy be more accurately traced to the eighteenth century ideology of Providence and the nineteenth century concept of Manifest Destiny, both of which saw America as the redeemer nation, part of a higher purpose, with a transcendent mission and status?  Specifically, we will assess the combined significance of geography, social class, racism as well as religious and secular values  on American diplomacy;  investigate the major domestic political, social, economic and intellectual trends and impulses towards and against an imperial or imperialist foreign policy; analyze competing visions for conquests or interventions as advocated by various American elites; examine the methods used to extend the nation's borders, foreign trade and international influence; and seek to understand the impact of key foreign policy moments on American society’s  institutions, culture and human rights record during this period.  Among the topics to be considered are the Federalist – Anti-Federalist debates over the scope of constitutional constraints on foreign policy, the political and diplomatic crises of the 1790’s, the diplomacy of Jefferson and Madison, the Monroe Doctrine, the Mexican War, the Civil War, late nineteenth century American imperialism as well as the great power diplomacies of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson.

SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
(1) You can find the electronic version of this syllabus EITHER in Blackboard/Course Information OR at http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/ syllabi.  

(2) The course is divided into FOURTEEN sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting.

(3) Course requirements:

· Regular attendance. 

· Read all the assigned literature in advance of each class session.

· FOUR BLACKBOARD “DISCUSSION BOARDS” LETTERS (each “Discussion Board” corresponds to one class meeting).  During the first class we shall distribute the class roster, identifying FOUR specific classes for which readings you will responsible for commenting on. No later than preceding Sunday morning we shall post questions in the Discussion Board” that will address the readings for the Wednesday’s seminars  for you to keep in mind while writing your comments. Please submit your comments no later than Tuesday 11:00 pm on the day prior to the given seminar meeting. Because these comments will be available to anyone enrolled in the course, our hope is that some of them will generate serious counter-comments, which will then spill over into our seminar meetings.  (None of these comments will be graded, though we will consult them if your final grade is borderline.)  
· TWO PAPERS – midterm (eight pages) AND final (twelve pages), each will count for 50 percent of the final grade.
· Midterm Paper – chose ONE of the following topics: (In a sign-up sheet circle your first and second preference. If you have no preference, circle all four options. By our second meeting we will let you know which paper you will write on. ) 
·  Paper One (due Monday, September 19)
The debates between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists embodied differences over the meaning of the American Revolution, over the relationship of liberalism to power, and over the position of the nascent United States in world politics. Discuss.

· Paper Two (due Monday, October 3)

It could be argued that American diplomacy from 1789 to 1800 was built upon an underlying consensus in favor of the isolation of the United States from European power politics. Yet, this period also saw divisive domestic controversy over foreign policy. Discuss this apparent paradox of conflict admits consensus. 

· Paper Three (due Monday, October 24)
To what extent can one discern the roots of the Monroe Doctrine in the expansionist foreign policies of Jefferson and Madison at the expense of the European states and the Native American nations? 

· Paper Four (due Monday, November 7)

The debates over the annexation of Texas and the Mexican War preceded and influenced the sectional debates over slavery which culminated in the secession of the southern states in 1860. At the heart of all these debates were conflicting ideological and territorial positions concerning the issue of liberalism, American national identity and race.  Discuss. 

· FINAL PAPER will be due on Monday, December 19 on the following topic: [The topic will be available by Mid-October.]
As pursuant to the honor code, plagiarism, multiple submissions, or any other serious violations will result in failure for the course.

(4) Blackboard and Electronic Library
Throughout the course we will be relying heavily on Electronic Library and Blackboard.  Therefore, it is incumbent upon you to familiarize yourself with all its basic features. Throughout the semester, we will be posting any new information about course-related events, such as visiting speakers, on Blackboard's Announcements.  Notification of any new reading material will also be posted on Blackboard's Announcements.  

(5)    Materials to be Read:  (3000 pages)
· Books.  The following books are available at the Amherst Books (corner of Main and South Pleasant Street), and copies of each are also on reserve at the Library. All other assigned readings are in the multilithed volumes one and two.

· Bradford Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 1776-1865.  THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, Volume 1, Cambridge University Press

· Dennis Merrill and Thomas Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS (Sixth Edition), Volume 1, to 1920, Houghton-Miflin

· Robert W. Tucker and David C. Hendrickson, EMPIRE OF LIBERTY, THE STATECRAFT OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, Oxford

· Clinton Rossiter, ed., THE FEDERALIST PAPERS, Mentor, Nal-Dutton

· James M. McPherson, BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM, THE CIVIL WAR ERA, Ballentine

· Lewis Gould, THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR AND PRESIDENT MCKINLEY, Kansas

· V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM, Verso

· Multilith. You may also purchase all other assigned readings in the multilithed volumes one and two. The first volume will be available on Labor Day. The second volume multilith will be ready by Columbus Day.
· Website. Some required readings for this course exist also in an electronic form.   You can access the electronic version of the readings in http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/ . You can access these readings by clicking on the specific hyperlink in the syllabus (username: “student;” password: “amherst0405”).
ONE: Wednesday, September 7

  The Diplomacy of the American Revolution (200)
E-version of ALL readings for this class (the same readings as below) http://www.amherst.edu/library/eres/polisci/11/
OR
http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/Courses/American%20Diplomacy%20ONE/ username: student; password: Amherts0506
Bradford Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 17-46 (P) (W)


Norman Graebner, FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, xviii-xxxvi (M) (W)
Dennis Merrill and Thomas Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 29-41, 43-49 (P) (W)
David Ryan, U.S. FOREIGN POLICY IN WORLD HISTORY, 22-30 (M)

Gordon S. Wood, “The Making of a Disaster,” THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS, April 28, 2005 (M)  (W)
Robert W. Tucker and David C. Hendrickson, THE FALL OF THE FIRST BRITISH EMPIRE, 53-62, 379-410 (M) (W)
David C. Hendrickson, PEACE PACT, THE LOST WORLD OF THE AMERICAN FOUNDING, 161-176, 194-200 (M) (W)
V. G. Kiernan, AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,  pp.vii-xvii and 3-13 (P) (W) 
TWO: Wednesday, September 14
  Federalism, Anti-Federalism and American Diplomacy (200pp)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 54-72 (P)

Robert W. Tucker and David C. Hendrickson, EMPIRE OF LIBERTY, 25-32 (P)

 Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, volume I,      41-42, 49-53 (P)

Clinton Rossiter, ed., THE FEDERALIST PAPERS, Nos.1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 15, 16, 23, 24, 25, 51 (P)

Frederick W. Marks, (Power, Pride and Purse: Diplomatic Origins of the Constitution,( DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Fall 1987, 303-319 (M)

Morton Borden, ed., THE ANTI-FEDERALIST PAPERS, 57-61, 74-79 (M)

Lance Banning, THE JEFFERSONIAN PERSUASION, 105-113 (M)

Norman Graebner, “Isolationism and Anti-Federalism: The Ratification Debates,” DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Fall 1987, 337-353 (M)

Lawrence S. Kaplan, “Jefferson and the Constitution: The View from Paris, 1786-89,” DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Fall 1987, 321-335 (M)

David C. Hendrickson, PEACE PACT, THE LOST WORLD OF THE AMERICAN FOUNDING, 232-256 (M)

Max M. Edling, A REVOLUTION IN FAVOR OF GOVERNMENT, ORIGINS OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND THE MAKING OF THE AMERICAN STATE, 6-10, 97-102, 105-108, 219-222 (M)

Karl-Friedrich Walling, REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, ALEXANDER HAMILTON ON WAR AND FREE GOVERNMENT, 95-116 (M)

Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, EMPIRE, 160-182 (M)
THREE: Wednesday, September 21

  To the Farewell Address  (160pp)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 81-103 (P)

Tucker and Hendrickson, EMPIRE OF LIBERTY, 33-73 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 55-79 (P)

Eugene R. Sheridan, (The Recall of Edmond Charles Genet: A Study in Transatlantic Politics and Diplomacy,( DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Fall 1994, 463, 469-477 (M)
Selected Thomas Jefferson Letters, 1793 (M)
Letters of Alexander Hamilton to George Washington, April 14, 1794; James Monroe to Edward Randolph, December 18, 1794; and John Jay to George Washington, March 6, 1795 pp. 283-301 and 155-171 (M)

Thomas Jefferson to Phillip Mazze, April 24, 1796 (M)
Daniel Sisson, THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION OF 1800, 190-194 (M)

Patrick J. Garrity, “Warnings of a Parting Friend,” THE NATIONAL INTEREST, Fall 1996, 14-26 (M)

Walling, REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 211-220 (M)

Walter McDougall, Promised Land, Crusader State, pp. 39-51 (M)

FOUR: Wednesday, September 28
  Partisanship and Diplomacy in the Late 1790s  (130 pp.)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 103-110 (P)

Tucker and Hendrickson, EMPIRE OF LIBERTY, 74-83 (P)

Lawrence Kaplan, COLONIES INTO NATION, 259-196 (M)

Richard Kohn, EAGLE AND SWORD, 201-218 (M)

Selected Thomas Jefferson Letters, 1797-1800 (M)
Jefferson(s First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1801 (M)

Walling, REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 220-258, 266-277, 279-284 (M)

Emma Rothschild, “Empire Beware!,” THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS, March 25, 2004 (M)

FIVE: Wednesday, October 5
  Thomas Jefferson and World Politics (219)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 111-130 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 80-90, 99-104 (P)

Tucker and Hendrickson, EMPIRE OF LIBERTY, 11-21, 87-256, 294-301 (P)

SIX: Wednesday, October 12
  The War of 1812 and Conflicts with the Indians in the Early Republic (237)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 130-146 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, ed., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 106-129, 159-191 (P)

Paul Varg, FOREIGN POLICIES OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS, 248-272 (M) 
Roger Brown, THE REPUBLIC IN PERIL, 1812, 16-43, 67-87, 148-176 (M)

Frank L. Owsley, Jr., and Gene A. Smith, FILIBUSTERS AND EXPANSIONISTS, JEFFERSONIAN MANIFEST DESTINY, 1800-1821, 82-102 (M)

Louis Filler and Allen Guttman, ed., THE REMOVAL OF THE CHEROKEE NATION, 22-30, 61-65 (M)
Robert F. Berkhofer, THE WHITE MAN’S INDIAN, 142-166 (M)

Reginald Horsman, RACE AND MANIFEST DESTINY, 189-207 (M) 

V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,   pp.29-41 (P)
Michael Paul Rogin, FATHERS AND CHILDREN: ANDREW JACKSON AND THE SUBJUGATION OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN, 3-15, 206-248 (M)

SEVEN: Wednesday, October 19
  To the Monroe Doctrine  (260pp)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 147-169, 208-211 (P)

William Earl Weeks, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND AMERICAN GLOBAL EMPIRE, 85-104 (M)

Louis Hartz, THE FOUNDING OF NEW SOCIETIES, 3-10, 72-82 (M)

Walter LaFeber, ed., JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND THE AMERICAN CONTINENTAL EMPIRE, 36-46, 69-95, 118-119 (M)

Henry Clay, (On Sending a Minister to South America,( Speech in the House of Representatives, May 10, 1820; and Selection of the Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, March 9, 1821  (M)
Norman Graebner, FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, 165-179 (M)

Documents Concerning the Monroe Doctrine (M)

LaFeber, ed., JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AND THE AMERICAN CONTINENTAL EMPIRE, 96-137 (M)

Eliga H. Gould, “The Making of an Atlantic System,” in Flavell and Conway, eds., Britain and America Go to War,  241-242, 256-260 (M)

Merrill and Paterson, Eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 131-157 (P)

EIGHT: Wednesday, October 26
  Manifest Destiny and Mexico (245pp)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 170-199, 211-217 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 192-227 (P)

Graebner, ed., MANIFEST DESTINY, 41-80, 152-183, 191-198 (M)

Robert W. Johannsen, TO THE HALLS OF MONTEZUMA, 270-279 (M)

Reginald Horsman, RACE AND MANIFEST DESTINY, 208-218 (M) 

James M. McPherson, BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM, 47-77 (P)

Thomas R. Hietala, MANIFEST DESIGN, ANXIOUS AGGRANDIZEMANT IN LATE JACKSONIAN AMERICA, 122-131, 147-172 (M)

Graebner, ed., MANIFEST DESTINY, 209-234 (M)

V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,  pp.15-27 (P)
NINE: Wednesday, November 2
  The Origins and Diplomacy of the Civil War  (200pp)
McPherson, BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM, 117-275 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I,  260-289 (P)

Perkins, The Creation of the American Empire, 200-208, 217-233 (P) 
V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,  pp.71-77  (P
TEN: Wednesday, November 9
  The United States and World Politics from the Mid to the Late
  Nineteenth Century (280pp)
Perkins, THE CREATION OF A REPUBLICAN EMPIRE, 200-208, 217-233 (P)

Walter LaFeber, THE AMERICAN AGE, Volume 1, 157-187 (M)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 228-259, 290-324 (P)

Plesur, ed., CREATING AN AMERICAN EMPIRE, 18-26, 35-41, 57-67, 69-101 (M)

Gordon H. Chang, “Whose ‘Barbarism’?  Whose ‘Treachery’?  Race and Civilization in the Unknown United States-Korea War of 1871,” THE JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, March 2003, 1331-1365 (M)

V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,   pp.79-88 and 97-136 (P)
ELEVEN: Wednesday, November 16
  War with Spain and the Debate over Imperialism (237pp)
Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 325-357 (P)

Lewis L. Gould, THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR AND PRESIDENT MCKINLEY, 19-53 (P)

John A.S. Grenville and George Berkeley Young, POLITICS, STRATEGY AND AMERICAN DIPLOMACY, 239-266 (M)

Ernest R. May, IMPERIAL DEMOCRACY, 133-147 (M)

Louis A. Perez, Jr., CUBA AND THE UNITED STATES: TIES OF SINGULAR INTIMACY, 82-117 (M)

Gould, THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR AND PRESIDENT MCKINLEY, 55-67, 96-120 (P)

Plesur, ed., CREATING AN AMERICAN EMPIRE, 139-179 (M)

Henry Cabot Lodge, “The Philippine Islands, A Speech Before the United States Senate, March 7, 1990” (M)

Stuart Anderson, RACE AND RAPPROCHEMENT, 124-129 (M)

Frank Ninkovich, THE UNITED STATES AND IMPERIALISM, 26-47 (M)

Jonathan M. Hansen, THE LOST PROMISE OF PATRIOTISM, DEBATING AMERICAN IDENTITY, 1890-1920, 26-29

Kristin L. Hoganson, FIGHTING FOR AMERICAN MANHOOD, 1-42 (M) 

Film: To understand more about the Spanish-American War watch the film, "Crucible of Empire"
TWELVE: Wednesday, November 30
  The Pacification of the Philippines, the Open Door Notes,

  and Theodore Roosevelt and World Politics (230pp)
LaFeber, THE AMERICAN AGE, Volume I, 217-227 (M)

Gould, THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR AND PRESIDENT MCKINLEY, 121-138 (P)

Merrill and Paterson, eds., MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 358-393 (P)

Plesur, ed., CREATING AN AMERICAN EMPIRE, 183-189, 205-213 (M)

Berkhofer, THE WHITE MAN(S INDIAN, 166-175 (M)

Walter L. Williams, (United States Indian Policy and the Debate over Philippine Annexation: Implications for the Origins of American Imperialism,( THE JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, March 1980, 810-831 (M)

Stuart Creighton Miller, (Benevolent Assimilation,( THE AMERICAN CONQUEST OF THE PHILIPPINES, 1899-1903, 196-218 (M)

LaFeber, THE AMERICAN SEARCH FOR OPPORTUNITY, 183-209 (M)

Raymond Esthus, THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND THE INTERNATIONAL RIVALRIES, 25-37, 136-150 (M)

Merrill and Paterson, eds. MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS, I, 394-425

Frank Ninkovich, (Theodore Roosevelt:  Civilization as Ideology,( DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Summer 1986, 232-241 (M)

William Harbaugh, ed., THE WRITINGS OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 27-36, 54-58, 71-81 (M)

Akira Iriye, ACROSS THE PACIFIC, 111-124 (M)

Thomas G. Dyer, THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND THE IDEA OF RACE, 128-142 (M)

Thomas Schoonover, UNCLE SAM’S WAR OF 1898 AND THE ORIGINS OF GLOBALIZATION, 102-122 (M)

Tom Parker, “The Realistic Roosevelt,” THE NATIONAL INTEREST, Fall 2004, 141-147 (M)

V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,  147-163 (P) 
THIRTEEN: Wednesday, December 7
  Anglo-American Relations and Woodrow Wilson 
  and the Coming of World War One (261pp)
Esthus, THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND THE INTERNATIONAL RIVALARIES, 
54-65, 112-135 (M)

Plesur, ed., CREATING AN AMERICAN EMPIRE, 191-203, 241-252 (M)

Bradford Perkins, THE GREAT RAPPROCHEMENT, 240-272 (M)

Herbert Croly, THE PROMISE OF AMERICAN LIFE, 289, 299-303, 308-314 (M)

Harbaugh, ed., THE WRITINGS OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 363-375 (M)

Ute Mehnert, (German Weltpolitik and the American Two-Front Dilemma: The (Japanese Peril( in American-German Relations, 1904-1917,( THE JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, March 1996, 1452-1467 (M)

Paul A. Kramer, “Empires, Exceptions, and Anglo-Saxons: Race and Rule between the British and the United States Empires, 1880-1910,” THE JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, March 2002, 1315-1353 (M)

Ross Gregory, THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 1-57 (M)

Daniel Smith, ed., AMERICAN INTERVENTION, 1917, 22-34, 48-50, 80-86, 90-93 (M)

John Milton Cooper, THE VANITY OF POWER, 33-44, 54-59 (M)

V. G. Kiernan,  AMERICA:  THE NEW IMPERIALISM,  165-188 (P)
FOURTEEN: Wednesday, December 14
  Woodrow Wilson and American Entry into World War One  (200pp)
Gregory, THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 57-139 (M)

Smith, ed., AMERICAN INTERVENTION, 1917, 35-36, 110-111, 118-121, 138-157 (M)

(Woodrow Wilson Addresses, 1915-1916" (M)

Cooper, THE VANITY OF POWER, 106-113, 189-200 (M)

Robert W. Tucker, (An Inner Circle of One, Woodrow Wilson and his Advisers,( THE NATIONAL INTEREST, Spring 1998, 3-5, 12-25 (M)

Ross A. Kennedy, (Woodrow Wilson, World War I, and American National Security,( DIPLOMATIC HISTORY, Winter 2001, 1-10 (M)

Gregory, THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 101-139 (M)

Smith, ed., AMERICAN INTERVENTION, 1917, 158-169, 182-197, 200-207 (M)

William Widenor, HENRY CABOT LODGE AND THE SEARCH FOR AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, 245-265 (M)

Stephen J. Valone, TWO CENTURIES OF US FOREIGN POLICY, THE DOCUMENTARY RECORD, “Wilson and U.S. Neutrality, 48-50 (M)

[image: image2.jpg]



FINAL EXAM

On or before Wednesday, December 18 an essay of no more than twelve typed pages is due on the following topic:

“The diplomacy of the Wilson Administration synthesized not only the expansionist side of American diplomacy, 1885-1912, but also the anti-imperialist criticism of aspects of that expansion. Discuss. 

WEBSITES
http://www.answers.com/library/American%20History-cid-2106379899
Documents Relating to American Foreign Policy Pre-1898 http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pre1898.htm
FILMS

Ulysses S. Grant (PBS)

American Experience | Ulysses S. Grant | People & Events | The ...
... People &amp; Events: The Mexican American War, 1846-1848 In 1844, President James K. Polk ran on a Democratic platform that supported ... 

The Mexican-American War: Crucible for Greatness
The Mexican-American War: Crucible for Greatness by John C. Waugh Author. ... One of them was audacity. Everything in the Mexican-American War called for audacity. ... 

PBS - THE WEST - Events from 1840 to 1850

1840, The last rendezvous on the Green River marks the end of the mountain trapping era, as fashion changes in Europe and steady declines in the beaver ... 

American Experience | Remember the Alamo | Timeline | PBS

... US government troops occupy the Alamo. The US provokes the Mexican-American War in order to claim more North American territory under Mexican rule. ... 

American Experience | Remember the Alamo | People & Events | PBS

... After tricking the Americans into sending him back to Mexico, he led the Mexican army against Americans during the Mexican-American War. ... 

American Experience- Woodrow Wilson http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/wilson/index.html
