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There is an extremely wide variety of ways to study a subject as diverse, complex and fascinating as the U.S. foreign policy. The scope of the subject is vast and the literature is enormous.   Although the current trend in the academy is towards the erosion of methodological boundaries both between subfields of political science and political science as a whole and other social science disciplines, the dominant foreign policy theories still tend to concentrate primarily on state-to-state relations and/or on the ability of statesmen and decision-making elites to understand the exigencies of international relations. The main objective of this course is to critically examine the strength and weakness of these dominant foreign policy theories by exposing them to the trends in the relevant areas of contemporary social science.

SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(1) Syllabus: You can find the electronic version of this syllabus at https://www.amherst.edu/people/facstaff/pmachala
(2) Structure: The course is divided into eleven sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting. Two sessions have been held in reserve for extending the pursuit of topics as the need arises.

(3) Course requirements:

· Above all, very regular attendance! (Unless you have serious reason, if you miss more than 2 class meetings, your final course grade will be lowered by half a point.)
· Read all the assigned literature in advance of each class session. 
· At minimum, you are required to post comments/“letters” to FOUR separate Blackboard “Discussion Boards.” Each “discussion” corresponds to one class meeting.  Please submit your comments no later than Monday at 6:00am on the day of the given seminar meeting. (Each “letter” should include your name and a title, be only 4-5 pages long, double-spaced, in times new roman 12” font, and saved as an msword attachment.)
·   A term paper proposal of approximately 3 pages long, double-spaced, in times new roman 12” font, will be due no later than Sunday, November 29.
·   A term paper essay of approximately fifteen-twenty pages will be due on Monday, December 21.

· Grading policy:

Blackboard discussion comments - 15% of the final grade 


Class participation - 15%

Term paper proposal - 15%


Term paper – 55%

(4)     Materials to be Read:
· Throughout the course we will be referring to current events in world politics and American foreign policy. Please try to read one major (U.S. or non-U.S.) newspaper on a regular (preferably daily) basis. 

· The required readings for this course exist in one of the following three forms:  (1) Reserve Desk at Frost Library (2) website and (3) class handouts. 

· In the syllabus, the Reserve Desk readings are indentified as (R) and the website readings as either (W) or (E).
· You can access (E) readings by going to our course “e-reserve” at https://www.amherst.edu/people/facstaff/pmachala (use your own Amherst College username and password) 

· You can access (W) readings by clicking on the specific hyperlinks in the electronic version of the syllabus https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/courses/0910F/POSC/POSC-50-0910F (username: student; password: student0910).
1. Introduction: The Sources of American Foreign Policy Conduct (Tuesday, September 8) 
Wallace Shawn, “Foreign Policy Therapist,” Nation, December 3, 2001 (W)

Samuel Huntington, “The Lonely Superpower,” Foreign Affairs, March/ April 1999 (W)

Thomas Friedman, “It’s A Flat World, After All,” New York Times, April 3, 2005 (W) 

Walter Russell Mead, “Special Providence,” New York Times, November 25, 2001 (W)

Walt, Stephen M. "Taming American Power," Foreign Affairs 84 (5) 2005 (W)
Moises Naim, “Anti-Americanisms,” Foreign Policy, No. 128, 2002 (5pp)  (W)
Pew Global Survey, American Character Gets Mixed Reviews,  (W)
BBC Poll http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/programmes/wtwta/poll/html/political/statements.stm
Zbigniew Brzezinski, “How Jimmy Carter and I Started the Mujahideen,” http://www.counterpunch.org/brzezinski.html
Madeleine Albright, “An Interview with Lesley Stahl – 60 Minutes,” http://home.comcast.net/~dhamre/docAlb.htm
Ari Berman, “The Strategic Class,” Nation, August 29, 2005 (W) ***
Morton Abramowitz & Leslie H. Gelb, In Defense of Striped Pants, National Interest, Spring 2005 (W)

OPTIONAL
James Risen, “Secret History of the CIA in Iran,” New York Times, June 20, 2000 (W) http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/041600iran-cia-intro.html
Susan Paterson, Michael J. Tierney, Daniel Maliniak, “Inside the Ivory Tower,” Foreign Policy, 2005 (W) 

Is America too powerful for its own good? http://observer.guardian.co.uk/worldview/story/0,11581,647755,00.html
Mark Fiore, Greater Georgelandia , http://www.sfgate.com/columnists/fiore/
2. American Foreign Policy Traditions (Monday, September 14)
All the readings for this CLASS are at: http://www3.amherst.edu/~pmachala/Current%20Politics/PS-50%20IR%20&%20Foreign%20Policy%20Theory-THE%20READINGS/For%20the%20SECOND%20seminar%20readings/
Walter Russell Mead, “Special Providence,” New York Times, November 25, 2001 (click on the link) (W) OR (E-Reserve) 

Walter Russell Mead, “American Grand Strategy in a World at Risk,” Orbis, 49(4) 2005 (click on the link) (W) OR (E-Reserve) 

Walter Russell Mead, “Vindicator Only of Her Own - The Jeffersonian Tradition,” in Mead, Special Providence, ch. 6 (click on the link) OR (W) OR (Frost Reserve) OR (E-Reserve)  
Walter Russell Mead, “The Hamilton Way,” World Policy Journal, fall 1996 [or Mead, Special Providence, ch. 4 (click on the link) OR (W) OR (Frost Reserve) OR (E-Reserve)  
Walter Russell Mead, “The Connecticut Yankee in the Court of King Arthur: Wilsonianism and Its Mission,” in Mead, SPECIAL PROVIDENCE, ch.5 (click on the link) OR (Frost Reserve) OR (E-Reserve) 
Walter Russell Mead, “The Jacksonian Tradition,” National Interest, winter 1999 [or Mead, Special Providence, ch. 7 (click on the link) OR (W) OR  Frost Reserve) OR (E-Reserve) 
Robert Kagan, “Against the Myth of American Innocence, A Cowboy Nation,” The New Republic (click on the link) OR (W) OR (E-Reserve)  
Walter LaFeber, “Tension Between Democracy and Capitalism During the American Century,” in Hogan, M. J. E., Ed. (1999). The Ambiguous Legacy: U. S. Foreign Relations in the "American Century". New York, Cambridge University Press (W)
Francis Fukuyama, AI SYMPOSIUM: THE SOURCES OF AMERICAN CONDUCT (W)

3. Political Realism as a Statecraft 
Andrew Hurrell, “America and the World: Issues in the Teaching of then U.S. Foreign Policy,” Perspectives on Politics, 2(10 2004 (W) (E)
Hans J. Morgenthau. “Six Principles of Political Realism” in Politics Among Nations: The Struggle For Power And Peace, 5th ed., revised (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1978, 4-15.
Kenneth Waltz, "The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory" Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18:4 (1988), 615-28 (W) (E)
Stephen D. Krasner, Defending the National Interest, chapter 1: A Statist Approach to the Study of Foreign Policy (pp.5-34) (W) (R) 
Gidden Rose, "Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy," World

Politics, 51, 1 (October 1998), 144-72

Laura Neack, The New Foreign Policy (second edition) pp. XX (R)

OPTIONAL

Robert Keohane, Chs. 4-6 from After Hegemony (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984) (W) 

Charles Kindleberger, "An Explanation of the 1929 Depression," from The World in Depression: 1929-1939. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973), 291-308; OR
“An Explanation of the 1929 Depression," from "The World in Depression: 1929-1939-chow"where he writes about the coordination problems that led to "beggar-thy-neighbor" policies. (W) (R)

E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years' Crisis, chapters 3-6-chow, which is about 60 pages. (W) (R)

Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye. "Power and Interdependence in the Information Age" –chow, Foreign Affairs, September/October 1998. (W) (E) 

4. Establishing the Limits of State Autonomy
David Skidmore and Valerie M. Hudson, “Establishing the Limits of State Autonomy,” in Skidmore and Hudson, The Limits of State Autonomy, pp. 1-15 (15pp) 1993 (W) (R) 
Jack Snyder, One World, Rival Theories, 52 Foreign Policy, November/December 2004. 52-62 (E) 
Daniel Deudney and John Ikenberry, ‘The nature and sources of Liberal International Order’, Review of International Studies 25/2 (1999) pp.179-96. (E) 
Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder, “Democratization and War,” Foreign Affairs, 74(3) 1995 (E) 
Laura Neack, The New Foreign Policy (second edition) pp. XX (R) 

OPTIONAL
Valerie M. Hudson, with Christopher S. Vore, “Foreign Policy Analysis Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow,” (W)
Valerie M. Hudson Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory (Paperback - Oct 28, 2006) chapter 1: Introduction: The situation and evolution of Foreign Policy Analysis: A Road map (pp.3-26); chapter 2: The Individual Decisionmaker: The Psychology of World Leaders (pp.37-63 (W) (R) 
Valerie M. Hudson, “Culture and Foreign Policy Agenda: Developing a Research Agenda,” in Hudson, Culture and Foreign Policy (pp.1-19)

JEAN A. GARRISON, ed. Foreign Policy Analysis in 20/20: A Symposium, International Studies Review (2003) 5, 155–202 (W)

Elisabeth Drew, “The Enforcer,” New York Review of Books, 50(7) May 1, 2003 (W)

Daniel W. Drezner, THE LIMITS OF TRANSFORMATION IN WORLD POLITICS, http://www.danieldrezner.com/research/limits.pdf (W)

http://www.poli.duke.edu/resources/workshop/keohane/drezner.pdf (W)!!!
5. The Decision-Making Approach 
Joe D. Hagan, “Does Decision Making Matter? Systematic Assumptions vs. Historical Reality in International Relations Theory,” International Studies Review, 3, 2 (Summer 2001), 5-46 (E) Asked Josh to download. 
Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow,  Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1999 pp.1-12 (10pp) or Intro & Chapter 1.  (R) Pavel; read this book. I own it!
6. Bureaucratic/Organizational Theories
Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision, chap. 3, 5, 7 (R) Pavel; read this book. I own it .
Morton H. Halperin and Arnold Kanter, "The Bureaucratic Perspective: A Preliminary Framework," in Halperin and Kanter, eds., Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy, Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 1974. Pp. 1-42 (R)  Asked Josh/ Enid to get it 
7. Small Group Theories 
Paul Hart, Eric C. Stern, and Bengt Sundelius, “Foreign Policy at the Top: Political Group Dynamics,” in Hart, Stern, and Sundelius, eds., Beyond Groupthink: Political Group Dynamics and Foreign Policy-making. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1997. pp. 3-34 (R) Asked Josh/ Enid to get it/ 
8. Societal Theories 
Kevin Narizny, “Both Guns and Butter, or Neither: Class Interests in the Political Economy of Rearmament.” American Political Science Review, 97, 2 (May 2003), 203-220 (E) Asked Josh to download. Josh  GOT it for me/ NOT useful for PS-30. But interesting…(History- US and Britain
Jack Snyder, “Three Theories of Overexpansion,” in Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 199, chapter 2 (R) Asked Josh/ Enid to get it
9. Constructivism 
Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy Is What States Make of It," International Organization 46, no. 2 (1992): 391-425. International Organization 46/2 (Spring 1992). [Required pages: 391-393; 410-418] (W)  (E) ***

Ted Hopf, "The Promise of Constructivism in International Relations Theory," International Security, 23, 1, (Summer 1998), pp.171-200 [Required pages: 171-181; 186-196] (E) **

Richard M. Price,  and Nina Tannenwald, "Norms and Deterrence: The Nuclear and Chemical Weapons Taboos." in The Culture of National Security, edited by Peter J. Katzenstein, 114-52. New York: Columbia University Press, 1996. (38 pages)  (W) (E) (R) 

John S. Duffield, "Political Culture and State Behavior: Why Germany Confounds Neorealism," International Organization 53, no. 4 (1999):

765-803. (38 pages) (W) (E) 
OPTIONAL
John Ruggie (1982) “International Regimes, Transactions and Change: Embedded Liberalism in the Postwar Economic Order", International Organization 36:2 (Spring 1982), 379-415. (W) (E)

10. Marxism 
Stephen  Hobden  and Richard Wyn Jones , “Marxist theories of international relation,” in John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 4th edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008),  chapter 8 [In GWP; see Endnote-Label –GWP] (W) (E) ****
William I. Robinson, Global Capitalism: The New Transnationalism and the Folly of Conventional Thinking, Science and Society, Volume 63: Issue 3, 2005 (W) (E)  
Doug Stokes, The Heart of Empire? Theorizing US Empire in an Era of Transnational Capitalism, Third World Quarterly, Volume 26: Issue 2, 2005 (W) (E)
Reinhold Nieburhr, The Irony of American History, ch.6 (“The International Class Struggle”) / Frost copy at home! Pavel: read this book 
11. The Power Elite 

C.W. Mills, The Power Elite, chs.1 and 12  (chapter 1 – part one only; chapter 12- entire) (W) (R)

Eisenhower’s Farewell Address to the Nation http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/ike.htm ideo results for Eisenhower’s Farewell Address to the Nation (E) 
Samuel Huntington, Dead souls: the denationalization of the American elite, National Interest, spring 2004 (W) (E)  

OPTIONAL 
C. Wright Mills, The Higher Circles, (W)

Domhoff, G. William., C. Wright Mills and The power elite, compiled by G. William Domhoff and Hoyt B. Ballard.Boston : Beacon Press, [1968] (3 copies at AC including the one I have at home) (All 3 other colleges  have one each ; Umass has 2)  (R)

Alan Wolfe, The Power Elite Now, November 30, 2002 http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_power_elite_now (W)

Christopher Bollyn, War Is Sell - Washington's Power Elite Are the Beneficiaries of War http://prisonplanet.com/washingtons_power_elite_are_the_beneficiaries_of_war.html (W)
Brian Whitmore, Inside The Corporation: Russia's Power Elite http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/russia/2007/russia-071015-rferl03.htm (W)
Richard Breen and David B. Rottman, Is the National State the Appropriate Geographical Unit for Class Analysis? http://soc.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/32/1/1 (W)
William G. Domhoff, Who Rules America?  Power and Politics in the year 2000 3rd edition, pp.1-16 
William G. Domhoff, C. Wright Mills, Power Structure Research, and the Failures of Mainstream Political Science,  (W)(E)

William K. Tabb, The Power of the Rich, http://www.monthlyreview.org/0706tabb.htm (W)
Stephanie Luce and Mark Brenner, Women and Class: What Has Happened in Forty Years? http://www.monthlyreview.org/0706lucebrenner.htm (W)

Murray N. Rothbard, “Wall Street, Banks, and American Foreign Policy” (W) (M) ****

Richard J. Barnet, Roots of War The Men and Institutions behind U.S. Foreign Policy, pp.137-175 (M)

The Theory of Elites and the Circulation of Elites, From Coser, 1977:396-400, http://www2.pfeiffer.edu/~lridener/DSS/Pareto/PARETOW7.HTML
The Power Elite Presentation http://www.faculty.rsu.edu/%7Efelwell/Theorists/Four/Presentations/MILLS/MILLS.PPT#259,33
TWO HISTORICAL CASE STUDIES
12. July 1914 Crisis 
James Joll, Origins of the First World War. 2nd ed. New York: Longman, 1992, chapter 1-2 (R)
Jack S. Levy, "Preferences, Constraints, and Choices in July 1914." International Security, 15, 3 (Winter 1990-91), 151-186 (E)
13. The 2003 Iraq War 
Steve A. Yetiv, “The Iraq War of 2003.” In Yetiv, The Absence of Grand Strategy:The United States in the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008. Pp. 118-44 (R)

Some General Websites

Presidents http://www.ipl.org/div/potus/
Presidents http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/P/index.htm
The White House Website http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
The White House http://www.whitehouse.gov/
National Security Council http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/
National Security Agency http://www.nsa.gov/
FBI http://www.fbi.gov/
CIA http://www.odci.gov/
Pentagon http://www.defenselink.mil/
The National Security Archives http://www.gwu.edu/%7Ensarchiv/
House Committee on International Relations http://wwwc.house.gov/international_relations/
Middle East Research and Information Project http://www.merip.org/new_war_resources/new_war_links.html
Middle East http://www.theglobalsite.ac.uk/middleeast/
Institute for Policy Study http://ips-dc.org/
Right Web; Tracking militarists’ efforts to influence U.S. foreign policy http://rightweb.irc-online.org/charts/fpteam.php
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