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German literary critic Walter Benjamin in 1929. (Globe Staff Photo Illustration)
SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(1) You can find the electronic version of this syllabus at our Amherst College course website

https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/courses/0809S/POSC/POSC-90-0809S
(2) The course is divided into eleven sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting. Three sessions have been held in reserve for extending the pursuit of topics as the need arises.
(3) Course requirements:

· Regular attendance. 

· Read all the assigned literature in advance of each class session. The required reading is in block type, optional reading in ordinary type.
· At minimum, you are required to post comments/“letters“  to six separate Blackboard “Discussion Boards.” Each “discussion board” corresponds to one class meeting.  Please submit your comments no later than Thursday at 6:00am on the day of the given seminar meeting. (Each “letter” should include your name and a title, be only 2-3 pages long, double-spaced, in times new roman 12” font, and saved as an msword attachment.)
·   A term paper essay of approximately fifteen pages will be due on Thursday,  May 14. 

(4)     Materials to be Read:
· The required readings for this course exist in one of the following three forms:  (A) a multilith packet; (B) website files and (C) class handouts. 

· You may purchase the multilith packet of the required readings in the Political Science Office, Room 103, Clark House. In the syllabus the readings in this packet are identified as (M). (AVAILABLE since Friday, January 30) 
·  You can access the website files of the readings. In the syllabus, they are either identified as (W) or (E):

·  EITHER by going to our course “e-reserve” at https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/courses/0809S/POSC/POSC-90-0809S (use your own Amherst College username and password) 

· OR by going to Pavel Machala’s website “Archive” at http://www3.amherst.edu/~pmachala/ (username: student; password: student0809). 

· You can also access many of these electronic readings directly by clicking on the specific hyperlinks in the electronic version of the syllabus http://www.amherst.edu/~pmachala/Syllabi/ (username: student; password: student0809).

· The books available at Frost Library RESERVE DESK are identified as (R).
· Key to Symbols in the Reading List
(M) = multilith to be purchased     
(R) = books at Frost Reserve Desk

(E) = electronic reserve 


(W) = website reserve
1. The Dwarf in the Chess Automat: Theology and Historical Materialism against ‘all comers’ (Fascism, Stalinism, Capitalism)
Benjamin: On the Concept of History, Thesis 1  (Selected Works (SW 4) Handout http://www.sfu.ca/~andrewf/CONCEPT2.html OR http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/benjamin/1940/history.htm OR http://www.efn.org/~dredmond/Theses_on_History.PDF OR
http://walterbenjamin.ominiverdi.org/wp-content/walterbenjamin_concepthistory.pdf
Benjamin, Rastelli’s story (SW 3)  scanned. Handout
OPTIONAL

Benjamin,  Excerpts from Kafka essay scanned (E)

 Benjamin,  ‘The Little Hunchback’), (E) 

 Berlin Childhood around Nineteen Hundred (‘The Little Hunchback’) SW 2 and 3, Arcades Project (N7a,7) ) scanned – Irving-these entries are confusing
Edgar Allan Poe: Maelzel’s Chess-Player in Complete Stories (R)
Michael Lowy, Fire Alarm. Walter Benjamin’s Theses ’On the Concept of History’ (R)
Jacques Derrida: Specters of Marx (R) 
David Bedggood, Saint Jacques: Derrida and the Ghost of Marxism (Benjamin Archive) (W)
Ross Abbinnett, Spectres of Class: Marxism, Deconstruction and the Politics of Affiliation, Journal dor Cultiural Research ( vol 10 no 1, Jan  2006  (Benjamin Archive) (W)
Aniruddha Chowdhury, Memory, Modernity, Repetition: Walter Benjamin’s History, Telos, 143, 2008.  http://journal.telospress.com/cgi/reprint/2008/143/22.pdf
Gunn, Benjamin’s Magic , Telos, Spring 2001; 2001: 58 - 74. http://journal.telospress.com/cgi/reprint/2001/119/58.pdf
Udi E. Greenberg, The Politics of the Walter Benjamin Industry (Benjamin Archive) (W)
2. Disenchanting the ‘Disenchantment of the World’: Benjamin (with and against Marx) versus Weber  (I)

Karl Marx; The Communist Manifesto –excerpts for PS-90! (read carefully the highlited passages) (W) 
Charles Baudelaire: Loss of the Halo (scanned*) (M)
Max Weber: Science as Vocation (scanned*) (M) see also http://www.ne.jp/asahi/moriyuki/abukuma/weber/lecture/science_frame.htmlhttp://www.molsci.org/research/publications_pdf/Max_Weber,_Science_a15767A.pdf
http://www.tems.umn.edu/pdf/WeberScienceVocation.pdf
http://www.duke.edu/web/secmod/primarytexts/Weber-ScienceAsVocation.pdf
http://media.pfeiffer.edu/lridener/dss/Weber/scivoc.html
Benjamin: On the Concept of History (scanned*) SW 4 (M)
http://www.sfu.ca/~andrewf/CONCEPT2.html OR http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/benjamin/1940/history.htm OR http://www.efn.org/~dredmond/Theses_on_History.PDF OR

http://walterbenjamin.ominiverdi.org/wp-content/walterbenjamin_concepthistory.pdf
Benjamin, The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction (Sections 2-4) SW 3 (scanned**) (M)
http://web.bentley.edu/empl/c/rcrooks/toolbox/common_knowledge/general_communication/benjamin.html
OPTIONAL

Benjamin,  The Angel of History http/ ww.pubtheo.com/page.asp?pid=1579
Raymond Barglow, The Angel of History:Walter Benjamin’s Vision of Hope and Despair", Tikkun Magazine," November 1998 http://www.barglow.com/angel_of_history.htm
Georg Lukacs; History and Class Consciousness  (R)
Marx On the Jewish Question, part I, in CW, 3: 146-168 (W) 
3. Politics real and utopian: Benjamin (with and against Marx) versus Weber (II)
                       Weber: Politics as Vocation (scanned*)
http://www.ne.jp/asahi/moriyuki/abukuma/weber/lecture/politics_vocation.html
http://media.pfeiffer.edu/lridener/dss/Weber/polvoc.html
https://www.d.umn.edu/~bmork/2111/readings/weberpoliticsasavocation.htm
Benjamin : The Critique of Violence, SW 1 (scanned*) (M)
Benjamin : On the Concept of History (Thesis VIII) SW4 (scanned**) 
http://www.sfu.ca/~andrewf/CONCEPT2.html OR http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/benjamin/1940/history.htm OR http://www.efn.org/~dredmond/Theses_on_History.PDF OR

http://walterbenjamin.ominiverdi.org/wp-content/walterbenjamin_concepthistory.pdf
OPTIONAL
Engels; Socialism Utopian and Scientific(R)

Jacques Derrida, Force of Law: The ‘mystical foundations of authority’  in Deconstruction and the Possibility of Justice, (1992) ed. Drucilla Cornell, Michael Rosenfeld and David Gray Carlson R
Robert Zacharias, „And yet:  Derrida on Benjamin’s Divine Violence,“ (Benjamin’s Archive) 
Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life, trans. Daniel

Heller-Roazen (Stanford, CA: Stanford UP, 1998). R
Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception R
Wohlfarth, Critique of Violence: The Deposing of the Law Walter Benjamin and the Red Army Faction, Part 2 Radical Philosphy, Issue: 153 - January/February 2009 (scanned*) (M)
Wohlfarth: The Politics of Youth: Walter Benjamin's Reading of The Idiot, Diacritics, Vol. 22, No. 3/4, Commemorating Walter Benjamin (Autumn - Winter, 1992), pp. 161-172 http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/465272.pdf
Enzo Traverso, Bohemia, Exile and Revolution: Notes on Marx, Benjamin and Trotsky (Benjamin Archive) (W)
Udi E. Greenberg, “Orthodox violence: ‘Critique of Violence’ and Walter Benjamin’s Jewish political theology (Benjamin Archive) (W)
Adam Kotsko, On Agamben’s Use of Benjamin’s “Critique of Violence”. Telos, Telos, Winter 2008; 2008: 119 –129 http://journal.telospress.com/cgi/reprint/2008/145/119
Marx, Theses on Feuerbach, http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/theses.htm
Marx, "Comments on James Mill, Elements d'economie politique," in Collected Works, 3:211-228 (read carefully the highlighted passages) (W)
Peter Thomas, Being Max Webber, http://www.newleftreview.org/?getpdf=NLR27509
http://www.after1968.org/index.php/texts/view/19#text19
Jens Borchert, From Politik als Beruf to Politics as a Vocation:

The Translation, Transformation, and Reception of Max Weber’s Lecture
http://docserver.ingentaconnect.com/deliver/connect/brill/18079326/v3n1/s4.pdf?expires=1233977018&id=48658584&titleid=75002172&accname=Amherst+College+Library&checksum=F0662185885566D34D7B67233DFC595F
4. Capitalism as Religion (I) : Benjamin  (with and against Marx) versus Weber (III)

Marx, Capital, I, (Ben Fowkes, translated/ Vintage Books/ Random House), SECTION 4: THE FETISHISM OF COMMODITIES AND THE SECRET THEREOF,  pp. 163-177 http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-c1/ch01.htm#S4 (W) (R) 
Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Author’s Introduction +chapter 2 and 5 (Author’s introduction was sent to you separately) http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/WEBER/toc.html
OR http://www.scribd.com/doc/3248130/Max-Weber-The-Protestant-Ethic-and-the-Spirit-of-Capitalism  
Benjamin: Capitalism as Religion, SWI (scanned*) (M)
OPTIONAL
Michael Löwy, Le capitalisme comme religion : Walter Benjamin et Max Weber http://www.cairn.info/revue-raisons-politiques-2006-3-p-203.htm
Scott Lash, Capitalism and Metaphysics, http://www.letras.up.pt/isociologia/uploads/files/Working7.pdf
5. Another politics (I): ‘the profane order of the profane”. Theology, Communism, Anarchism, Nihilism

Marx, Introduction to A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right: Introduction, (read carefully the highlighted passages) (W)
Benjamin: The Theologico-Political Fragment  SW 3 scanned (E)
Benjamin, The Destructive Character, SW 2 scanned (E)
Nietzsche, The Will to Power (excerpts) scanned (E)
OPTIONAL

Eric Jacobson, Metaphysics of the Profane: The Political Theology of Walter Benjamin and Gershom Scholem (R)
Uwe Steiner, “‘The True Politician’: Walter Benjamin’s Concept of the Political” (New German Critique 83(Benjamin archive) (W)
Revolution Against 'Progress': Walter Benjamin's Romantic Anarchism
Michael Lowy, NLR I/152, July-August 1985, pp. 42-59
András Gedö, Why Marx or Nietzsche? (Benjamin archive) (W)
 Sean Scheiderer, Keys to Paradise": Marx on Religion (Benjamin archive) (W) 
6. Another politics (II):  ‘Winning the forces of intoxication for the Revolution’: Anarcho-communism versus Fascism

Benjamin: Surrealism (last pages) SW 2 (M) (E)
Benjamin, One-Way Street (‘To the Planetarium’) SW 1 (E)
Benjamin, The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction (“Epilogue”) SW 3  (E)
http://design.wishiewashie.com/HT5/WalterBenjaminTheWorkofArt.pdf
http://web.bentley.edu/empl/c/rcrooks/toolbox/common_knowledge/general_communication/benjamin.html
OPTIONAL
Wohlfarth , “Walter Benjamin and the Idea of a Technological Eros, A   tentative reading of Zum Planetarium”, in Perception and Experience in Modernity, ed. H. Geyer-Ryan Benjamin Studies 1 , Amsterdam 2002, 65-110. (Benjamin Archive) (W) (E)
Timothy Fuller, Herbert Marcuse's Erotic Marxism (Benjamin Archive) (W) (E)
 Benjamin, Theories of German Fascism (SW 2) scanned) (E) 
Horst Bredekamp, Excerpt from From Walter Benjamin to Carl Schmitt, via Thomas Hobbes, http://criticalinquiry.uchicago.edu/issues/v25/v25n2.brede.html (E)
Samuel Weber, Taking Exception to Decision: Walter Benjamin and Carl Schmitt Diacritics, Vol. 22, No. 3/4, (Autumn - Winter, 1992), pp. 5-18 Commemorating Walter Benjamin (Autumn - Winter, 1992), The Diacritics, Vol. 22, No. 3/4, Commemorating Walter Benjamin http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/465262.pdf (E)
Sigrid Weigel. ‘‘The Martyr and the Sovereign: Scenes from a Contemporary Tragic Drama, Read Through Walter Benjamin and Carl

Schmitt.’’ trans. Georgina Paul. The New Centennial Review, 4:3 (Winter 2004) 109–123. (Benjamin’s Archives)  (W) http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/new_centennial_review/v004/4.3weigel.pdf
Michael Mack. ‘‘Between Kant and Kafka: Benjamin’s Notion of Law.’’ Neophilologus 85:2 (2001) 257–272 http://www.springerlink.com/content/k570713814t8u284/fulltext.pdf
Marin Terpstra and Theo de Wit, “Walter Benjamin and Carl Schmitt: a political theological confrontation” (Benjamin’s Archives) (W) (E)
7. Another politics in action? The Soviet Union (1): experience and experiment, promise and betrayal
Benjamin: Moscow SW 2 (scanned*) (M) (E)
 Benjamin, Moscow Diary, 29-30, 38-39, 73, 81-2,114 (Handout #2) (E)
Benjamin, “Introductory Remarks on a series for L’Humanite” (SW 2) 20-21 (Handout #2) (E)
Benjamin, Reply to Schmitz (SW 2) 16-19 (Handout #2) (E)
 Benjamin, On the Concept of History, Thesis 10 scanned** (M)
http://www.sfu.ca/~andrewf/CONCEPT2.html OR http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/benjamin/1940/history.htm OR http://www.efn.org/~dredmond/Theses_on_History.PDF OR

http://walterbenjamin.ominiverdi.org/wp-content/walterbenjamin_concepthistory.pdf
Andre  Gide, Afterthoughts , pp. 57-64  (Handout #2) (E)
Andre Gide, Return From the USSR, the 1st page/has page number and pp.27-31, 51-60. (Handout #2) (E)
OPTIONAL
 Benjamin, Notes from Svendborg 1934 SW 2 (E)
 Benjamin, Diary Entries 1938 SW 3 (E)
Film: 

Battleship Potemkin by Eisenstein (streamed)  
http://video.google.com/videosearch?hl=en&lr=&as_qdr=all&ei=p4PLSZSJJIjmlQfPxPHjCQ&resnum=1&q=film+%22Battleship+Potemkin%22&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ei=qYPLScLBHqHtlQeajczqCQ&sa=X&oi=video_result_group&resnum=4&ct=title#
8. Communist models: The Soviet Union (II)

Benjamin: The Author as Producer, (SW2 ) (scanned*) (E)
New Left Review I/62, July-August 1970, View as HTML http://roundtable.kein.org/files/roundtable/Walter%20Benjamin_%20The%20Author%20as%20Producer.pdf
Benjamin, Program for a Proletarian Children’s Theatre, SW 2 (scanned*) (M) (E)
Benjamin, A Communist Pedagogy Theatre, SW 2 (scanned*) M (E)
Benjamin, A Different Utopian Will (SW 3 (scanned*) (M) (E)
Benjamin, Political Grouping of Soviet Writers Theatre, SW 2(scanned*) (M)
Benjamin, The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction (“Epilogue”) SW 3  (E)

http://design.wishiewashie.com/HT5/WalterBenjaminTheWorkofArt.pdf
http://web.bentley.edu/empl/c/rcrooks/toolbox/common_knowledge/general_communication/benjamin.html
OPTIONAL
Adorno, Theodor W. (1990), Letters with Walter Benjamin, Aesthetics and Politics, (London, Verso). R
Susan Buck-Morss, “Walter Benjamin—Revolutionary Writer (I)” http://www.newleftreview.org/?view=224
Susan Buck-Morss, “Walter Benjamin—Revolutionary Writer (II)”

http://www.newleftreview.org/?getpdf=NLR12506&pdflang=en
9. ‘Awakening from/to history’: the genealogy of the present. Capitalism as Religion (II) 

Benjamin: The Arcades Project  (Expose ‘Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century’; Convolute X on Marx, notably letter to Ruge”) (Scanned*) (M)
Marx to Ruge, September 1843 http://marxists.anu.edu.au/archive/marx/works/1843/letters/43_09.htm
Marx and Engels, The German Ideology (extracts) (W)
OPTIONAL

Susan Buck-Morss, The Dialectics of Seeing. Walter Benjamin’s Arcades Project R
10. ‘Reaching for the Emergency Brake’: the notion of revolution then and now. Benjamin with and against Marx.

Benjamin: ‘On the Concept of History’   (scanned*) (M or (E)

http://www.sfu.ca/~andrewf/CONCEPT2.html OR http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/benjamin/1940/history.htm OR http://www.efn.org/~dredmond/Theses_on_History.PDF OR

http://walterbenjamin.ominiverdi.org/wp-content/walterbenjamin_concepthistory.pdf
Benjamin,   Paralipomena to ‘On the Concept of History’ SW 4 (scanned*) (M)
OPTIONAL

Lenin, What is to be done? http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/witbd/ (R) (E) 

11. The ‘trial’ of history and its ‘witnesses’ (May 7)
Benjamin, Theses and Paralipomena (again) (M) (E)
Benjamin, Epilogue  (OR Epilogue) to The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction  (username: student; password: student0809) http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/ge/benjamin.htm 

http://web.bentley.edu/empl/c/rcrooks/toolbox/common_knowledge/general_communication/benjamin.html (W) (E)
Benjamin: Charles Baudelaire, a lyric poet in the era of high capitalism
(republished as: The Writer of Modern Life. Essays on Charles Baudelaire) pp. 35-37, 46-53, 129-133 (W) (E) 
Marx, Capital, I, (Ben Fowkes, translated/ Vintage Books/ Random House)  The Fetishism of Commodities and the Secret thereof, OR The Fetishism of Commodities, OR The Fetishism of Commodities, pp. 163-177 (username: student; password: student0809) OR http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-c1/ch01.htm#S4 (W) (E) [read carefully the highlighted sections] (R)

Marx, The 18th Brumaire, extracts fort PS-90, OR extracts for PS-90 (username: student; password: student0809) [read carefully the highlighted sections] (W)
OPTIONAL
Benjamin, The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction 
http://web.bentley.edu/empl/c/rcrooks/toolbox/common_knowledge/general_communication/benjamin.html
http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/ge/benjamin.htm (E)
Exchange between Benjamin and Adorno on Baudelaire. (Theodor Adorno, Letters to Walter Benjamin, history’ http://www.newleftreview.org/?view=14
12. Conclusion/ Collusion (make-up seminar/ May 12 / Clark House; 2:00+ ) 
Primary literature

Walter Benjamin, Selected Writings (4 vols), ed. Michael Jennings et al.,  Harvard 1996.

 The Correspondence of Walter Benjamin, 1910-1940.Translated edited, and annotated by Manfred R. Jacobson and Evelyn M. Jacobson,1994 
Selected secondary literature in English

Arendt, H (1968), Men in Dark Times, Harcourt Brace  (best short introduction to Benjamin in English; also exists as Inroduction to Benjamin, Illuminations) ®
Buck-Morss, S  (19911) The Dialectics of Seeing. Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project). MIT Cambridge. ®
Buck-Morss, S  ( 2000). Dreamworld and Catastrophe. The passing of mass utopia in East and West. (MIT Cambridge). ®
Caygill, H., A. Coles and A. Klimowski (2000) Walter Benjamin for                       

Beginners. London: Totem Books ( Benjamin explained in comic book format) ®
Eagleton, T. (1981)> Walter Benjamin, or Towards a Revolutionary Criticism. London: Verso®
Scholem, G. (1982) Walter Benjamin. The Story of a Friendship. Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia ®
Wolin. R: Walter Benjamin: An Aesthetic of Redemption. (New York: Columbia UP, 1982). ®
Walter Benjamin Bibliography http://www.wbenjamin.org/wbrs-biblio.html
Walter Benjamin Research Syndicate http://www.wbenjamin.org/wbrs-biblio.html
Journals
Diacritics (vol. 22, no. 3/4)

Critical Inquiry (vol. 25, no. 2)

New German Critique (83)

New Left Review

Telos

Radical Philosophy (vols. 152, 153, 154)

http://www.radicalphilosophy.com/default.asp?channel_id=3723
(From Erin: Radical Philosophy requires a subscription number which for Amherst users is 285595.  Please enter this number in the box and click the login button.  Please let me know if you are unable to get into the site.)
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