
TERRORISM AND EMPIRE
 KL: 2/16/04
Pavel Machala





STPEC 492H

Political Science Department



Machmer W-26

Clark House 203





2:30-5:00pm

Amherst College 





office hours:

542-2095





M & F: 3:30-5:00

pmachala@amherst.edu






SYLLABUS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
(1) The course is divided into fourteen sections. Unless otherwise indicated, each section corresponds to one seminar meeting.

(2) Course requirements

· Regular attendance. 

· Read all required readings in advance of each seminar session.
· Three (3 to 4-page long)  "letters" which critically examine the assigned readings. I will collect your "letters" at the beginning of the class they cover. Although I expect that you will always participate fully in every seminar discussion, please be ready to  take a leading role in guiding the discussion  in the seminars for which you write your letters. (We will decide who does which classes during our first meeting on Tuesday, February 3.)
· One  RESEARCH PAPER  (will be due on Friday, May 21.)

(3) Materials to be Read
· The majority of the required readings are available on the website. Some articles are accessible directly. However, for other readings to access, you will need username (type, “archive”) and password (type “spring200).
· Some readings will be distributed in class “handouts.” 

· Books to be purchased at Amherst Books, Main Street, Amherst:

Leo Panitch and Colin Leys, eds., The New Imperial Challenge (Socialist Register 2004)

Michael Mann, Incoherent Empire (Verso, 2003)

(4)  Grading Policy: Your grade in this course will be based on one 15-20 page term paper AND three short (3-4 page)  “letters.” (These short pieces will be due at the beginning of the seminar for which for which they are intended.)  The term paper will count for 2/3 of the grade; the remaining 1/3  will be derived from the weekly “letters” in the following way: 

i. You must submit at least 3 out of a possible 12 “letters.” If you show “reasonable effort” in  these letters you will get an “A” for 1/3 of the course grade.

ii. If you fail to submit one or more of these  “letters,” your mark will automatically drop by one  letter grade for each missing essay (e.g., if you submit 2 “letters,” the grade will be “B,“  if  you submit 1 “letter,”  the grade will be  “C” for 1/3 of  the course grade). Yes, if you don’t submit any “letters” you will still get a grade (D) for 1/3 of the final grade.

iii. “Letters”  that are written carelessly, i.e., just to fill space, or submitted after the given seminar, will be treated as though they had not been written at all. 

(5) Term Paper Topic: In principle, you may write  on any of the twelve themes into which the course syllabus is divided. In addition, during the course of the semester, I will mention other potential topics, but the final choice is up to you (you are free to write on any topic broadly related to the main themes of this course).  In order to maximize the chances that your topic is  appropriate  and well-developed, you must submit a 2-3 page paper proposal which also includes a preliminary bibliography. The deadline for the paper proposal will be Tuesday, April 20.  Your paper will be due Friday, May 21. (Please don’t forget: the length of you term paper is between 15 to 20 (double-spaced; font size 12”) pages/ excluding endnotes and bibliography.)




Policy on  deadline extensions for your term papers:  none will be given without  Professor Sara Lennox’s advice.

COURSE TOPICS

(1)   Introduction to the Seminar (FEBRUARY 3)
(2) Imperial Culture and the Dialectics of Terror 
Christopher Hitchens, “Against Rationalization,” Nation, October 8, 2001 
Gilbert Achar, “The Clash of Barbarisms,” Monthly Review, September 2002 

Judith Butler, “Explanation and Exoneration, OR What We Can Hear,” Theory & Event 5:4 , 2002 

Emad El-Din Aysha, “The Limits and Contradictions of ‘Americanization,” in Socialist Register 2004 (15pp) (P)
Eqbal Ahmad, “Terrorism: Theirs and Ours,” (A Presentation at the University of Colorado, Boulder, October 12, 1998) 

Mary Kaldor, “Terrorism as regressive globalization,” Open Democracy, 25-9-2003  

Mary Kaldor, “Wanted: Global Politics,” Nation, November 5, 2001 

Bat Ami Bar On, “An Arendtean Scaffolding for Thinking About Terrorism,” Eurozine 
Clark R. McCauley, “The Psychology of Terrorism,” Social Science Research Council  / After September 11 
(3)  Empire’s Identity and  the Clash of Fundamentalisms 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, “Afgan Islamism as a Blowback: Ex-National Security Chief Brzezinski Admits:  Afghan Islamism Was Made in Washington,” Nouvel Observateur, January 15, 1998 

Jean Baudrilllard, “The Spirit of Terrorism,” Le Monde, November 2, 2001


   Robert Jay Lifton,  “American Apocalypse, Nation, December 22, 2003 
Robert Jay Lifton, “In the Lord’s Hands: America’s Apocalyptic Mindset,” World Policy Journal, Fall 2003 

Bruce Ackerman, “Fear Itself,” American Prospect,  June 3, 2003  

Bryan S. Turner, “Sovereignty And Emergency: Political Theology, Islam and American Conservatism,” Theory, Culture & Society, 19 (4) (required pp. 103-104 and 109-116; click on  edited version)

Thomas L. Friedman and Ignacio Ramonet, “Dueling Globalizations, Foreign Policy, Fall 1999  

Benjamin R. Barber,”Jihad Vs. McWorld,” Atlantic Monthly, March 1992 

Benjamin Barber, “Beyond Jihad Vs Mc World,” Nation. January 21, 2002 

	Superpower Syndrome (OPTIONAL)  [image: image1.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://realserver.bu.edu:8080/ramgen/w/b/wbur/onpoint/2003/12/op_1219a.rm?start=00:00" Listen   
Aired: Friday, December 19, 2003  Conversation with Robert Jay Lifton



	


Fundamentalism website (Optional)  : Type “fundamentalism” “search” window http://www.globalpolicy.org/
(4) Capitalism as a  Global Social Formation
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto, part I and II (Archive) http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm 

http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html
Karl Marx, “The Future Results of British Rule in India,” New York Daily Tribune, January 22, 1853 (Archive)

Vladimir Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Imperialism http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1916/imp-hsc/
http://www.marx2mao.org/Lenin/IMP16.html 

Karl Kautsky, “Ultra-Imperialism,” New Left Review, No. 59, 1970 New Left Review, I/159, January-February 1970, pp. 41–6 (handout/ packet ONE)
John Gallagher and Ronald Robinson, "The Imperialism of Free Trade," The Economic History Review, Second series, Vol. VI, no. 1 (1953)  

Immanuel Wallerstein, ”The Rise and Future Demise of the Capitalist World System: Concepts for Comparative Analysis” (Archives) http://courses.nus.edu.sg/course/socsja/SPCnotes/Wallerstein.html
Gregory Albo, “The Old and New Economics of Imperialism,” in Socialist Register 2004 (15pp) (P)
David Harvey, “The ‘New’ Imperialism: Accumulation by Dispossession,” in Socialist Register 2004 (25pp) (P)
(5) Global Capitalism’s Double Movement: Imperial/ Imperialist 
Michael W. Doyle, Empires, pp.19-47 (handout/ packet ONE)
Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire, pp.xi-xv; 3-21; 160-182;  221-239; 325-350 (handout/packet ONE)
David Singh Grewal, “Network Power and Globalization,” Ethics and International Affairs, 17 (2) 2003 

Gopal Balakrishnan, ed. Debating Empire, pp.vii-xix, 52-60 (20pp) (handout/packet ONE))

Mark Laffey and Jutta Weldes, “Representing the International: Sovereignty after Modernity?,”  in Paul A. Passavant and Jodi Dean, Empire’s New Clothes, pp, 121-142 (20pp) (handout/packet ONE)

Saskia Sassen, “Whose City Is It? Globalization and the Formation of New Claims,” in Frank Lechner and John Boli, The Globalization Reader,  pp.70-76  (handout/packet ONE)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
(6) Global Capitalism and the American Empire
Michael Walzer, “Is There an American Empire?,” Dissent, Fall 2003

Michael Mann, Incoherent Empire, pp.49-79 (30pp) (P)
Ellen Meiksins Wood, “Capitalist Empire and the Nation-State: A New U.S. Imperialism?,” Against the Current 10/31/2003 28(421) 
Ellen Meiksins Wood, Empire of Capital, ch.6. (20pp) (same as Ellen Meiksins Wood, “Capitalist Empire and the Nation-State: A New U.S. Imperialism, Against the Current, 2003)

Leo Panitch and Sam Gindin, “Global Capitalism and American Empire,”  in Socialist Register 2004 (40pp) (P)
Aijaz Ahmad, “Imperialism of Our Times,”  in Socialist Register 2004 (20pp) (P) 

Robert Hunter Wade, “The Invisible Hand of American Empire,”  Ethics and International Affairs, 17 (2) 2003 (e-in A/empire) 

Robert Hunter Wade, “The American Empire: The US has structured the world economy to enrich itself,” Guardian, January 5, 2002 
(7) American Foreign Policy: “It’s a Capitalist  Empire, Stupid!”

Alex Callinicos, “The Grand Strategy of the American Empire,” International Socialist Journal, no. 97, 2002 (25pp) (e in A/Empire) 

Chalmers Johnson, BLOWBACK: The Costs and Consequences of American Empire: The U.S. Maintains a Cold War Posture in a New World (archives) http://www.tompaine.com/feature2.cfm/ID/3032/view/print 

(8) Empire as a Class Project  
Stanley Aronowitz, How Class Works, chs. 4 and (gentle critique of Negri) (50pp) (handout) 

Emmanuel Wallerstein, "Empire and the Capitalists," Commentary No. 113, May 15, 2003 http://fbc.binghamton.edu/113en.htm 

Terence Turner, “Class Projects, Social Consciousness, and the Contradictions of ‘Globalization,” in Jonathan Friedman, Globalization, the State and Violence, pp. 35-64  (30pp) (have Frost book) (handout)

David N. Gibbs, “”Washington’s New Interventionism: U.S. Hegemony and Inter-Imperialist Rivalries,” Monthly Review, September 2001 (e A/empire) 

Willam Tabb, “After Neoliberalism?” Monthly Review, June 2003 (e in A/empire) 

C.W. Mills, The Power Elite, chs. 1 and 12 (handout)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Abdul Rahman Embong, “Globalization and transnational class relations,” Third World Quarterly, 21(6)  2000 (10pp) (handout)

William I. Robinson,” GLOBAL CAPITALISM AND THE HEGEMONY OF THE TRANSNATIONAL ELITE: THEORETICAL NOTES AND EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE, http://216.239.41.104/search?q=cache:AYn8VZ-pjEYJ:irows.ucr.edu/conferences/pews02/pprrobinson.doc+Nicholas+Poulantzas+%22%E2%80%9CInternationalization+of+Capitalist++Relations+and+the+Nation-States,%E2%80%9D+Economy+and+Society,+%22&hl=en&ie=UTF-8
(9) The Bush Doctrine: Imperial Machtpolitik

Ellen Meiksins Wood, Empire of Capital, ch.7 (20pp)

Additional readings TBA

(10) Empire’s (In-)Security 

Michael Mann, Incoherent Empire, pp.11-48, 80-99 (55pp) (P)

Goirgio Agamben, “On Security and Terror,” Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, September 20, 2001 

William Crotty, “Terrorism, Security and the American States,”  in William Crotty, The Politics of Terror 20) (HAVE my own copy) (20pp) (handout)

Richard K. Betts,” “The Soft Underbelly of American Primacy: Tactical Advantage of Terror,” Political Science Quarterly,”  Spring 2002 http://weblinks3.epnet.com/externalframe.asp?tb=1&_ug=dbs+aph+sid+A7FD3A12%2DDEE5%2D49FC%2D9982%2D36AA3E3FB951%40sessionmgr2+52E5&_uh=btn+N+db+aph+idb+aphish+jdb+aphjnh+op+phrase+ss+ID++psq+AB5C&_us=dstb+ES+fcl+Aut+or+Date+ri+KAAACB2D00006065+sl+%2D1+sm+ES+55BD&_uso=db%5B0+%2Daph+hd+0+op%5B0+%2D+st%5B0+%2DJN++%22Political++Science++Quarterly%22++and++DT++20020301+tg%5B0+%2D+2301&fi=aph_6625039_AN&tp=CAP&bk=H&tn=39&lpdf=true&pdfs=1.4MB&es=cs%5Fclient%2Easp%3FT%3DP%26P%3DAN%26K%3D6625039%26rn%3D2%26db%3Daph%26is%3D00323195%26sc%3DR%26S%3DR%26D%3Daph%26title%3DPolitical%2BScience%2BQuarterly%26year%3D2002%26bk%3DH&fn=1&rn=2&
Bruce Hoffman, “The Leadership Secrets of Osama bin Laden,” Atlantic, April 2003 (Archive)  
Elaine Scarry ,”Citizenship in Emergency: Can democracy protect us against terrorism?,” Boston Review, October/November 2002, http://bostonreview.net/BR27.5/scarry.html
Rohan Gunaratna – Inside Al Qaeda – Introduction, Ch 1-2, pp. 1-9

(optional)

John Voll – “Bin Laden and the New Age of Global Terrorism” – Middle East Policy – 8, 4 (December 2001) – pp. 1-5. (optional)

Brigitte Nacos – “The Terrorist Calculus behind 9-11: A Model for Future Terrorism” – Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 26, 1 (2003) – pp. 1-16. (optional)

(11) Empire’s Militarism 

Istvan Meszaros, “Militarism and the Coming Wars,” Monthly Review, 55(2)  2003 (e in A/empire)

Michael Mann, Incoherent Empire, pp.123-268 (130pp) (P)

Paul Rogers, “The U.S. Military Posture: ‘A Uniquely Benign Imperialism?’,” in Socialist  Register 2004  (20pp) (P)

Randall Caroline Forsberg, “Monopoly Militarism and the U.S. Monopoly on the Militarization of the World,” http://www.ratical.org/co-globalize/ifg041400RF.html http://www.ratical.org/co-globalize/ifg041400RF.pdf  

Thomas Barnett,” The Pentagon’s New Map: It Explains Why We’re Going to War and Why We’ll Keep Going to War,” Esquire, March 2003 http://www.nwc.navy.mil/newrulesets/ThePentagonsNewMap.htm
Chalmers Johnson, “America’s Empire Bases,” TomDispatch.com January 15 2004 
Immanuel Wallerstein, "Why NATO?"  Commentary No. 84, Mar. 1, 2002 http://fbc.binghamton.edu/84en.htm 

(12) Empire’s Wars

Noam Chomsky, “The Truths and Myths  about the Invasion of Iraq,” in Socialist  Register 2004 (10pp)  (P)

Wallerstein, "Osama's Victory," Commentary No. 123, Oct. 15, 2003 http://fbc.binghamton.edu/123en.htm 

Additional readings TBA

(13) Oil, Power and Empire

Michael Klare, “Blood for Oil: The Bush-Cheney Energy Strategy,” (20pp)

Michael Klare, Resource Wars, pp.51-80  (handout)

Larry Everest, Oil, Power and Empire, pp. (handout) 

Special Energy Supplement: The New Geopolitics of Oil,” National Interest, winter 2003/04  http://www.nationalinterest.org/ME2/dirmod.asp?sid=&nm=&type=pub&mod=Publications%3A%3AArticles&mid=8F3A7027421841978F18BE895F87F791&tier=3&aid=DE2C2CA3CD684EE4A4C4453983C657A7
(14) Empire, Terror and Civil Liberties 
Anthony Lewis, “Un-American Activities,” New York Review of Books, 50(16) October 23, 2003 (e-copy in A-NYRB))

Jerome M. Mileur and Ronald Story,  “America’s Wartime Presidents: Politics, National Security, and Civil Liberties,” in William Crotty, The Politics of Terror 20) (HAVE my own copy) (30pp) (handout)

Daniel Krislov, “Civil Liberties and the Judiciary in the Aftermath of 9/11,” in William Crotty, The Politics of Terror  (HAVE my own copy) (20pp) (handout)

Amy Bartholomew and Jennifer Breakspear, “Human Righst as Sword of Empire,” in Socialist Register 2004 (20pp) (P)

Bruce Ackerman,”Don’t Panic,” London Review of Books, 24(3) February 2002 http://www.lrb.co.uk/v24/n03/print/acke01_.html   
Philippe Riviere, “Top Secret Surveillance System: How the United States spied on us all,” Le Monde Diplomatique, 2003 (in A???_

Patrick S. Poole, ECHELON: America's Secret Global Surveillance Network Copyright 1999/2000 http://fly.hiwaay.net/~pspoole/echelon.html 

Patrick S. Poole, ECHELON: America's Secret Global Surveillance Network, Free Congress Research and Education Foundation, http://www.shire.net/big.brother/echelon.htm
Pratap Bhanu Mehta, “Empire and Moral Identity,” Ethics and International Affairs,  (e-version in A/empire?) 

Ted Conover, “In the Land of Guantanamo,” New York Times, June 29

Cynthia Brown, ed. Lost Liberties,  chs.1,2,3 (pp. 1-74) (have my own copy)

Selected Useful  Websites 

http://www.socialcritic.org/terror.htm
http://www.globalpolicy.org/
http://www.globalpolicy.org/ you can find a link on Fundamentalism here (just type “fundamentalism) in Search) 

http://www.questia.com/Index.jsp?CRID=globalization&OFFID=se1
http://www.guerrillanews.com/war_on_terrorism/doc3204.html
http://www.frankcass.com/jnls/tpv_14-2.htm 

http://www.iehei.org/bibliotheque/energie.htm
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